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Abstract xg
Newspapers are in decline; bookshops are closing; and computer games now generate &

more revenue than cinema sales. The rise of Netflix presages the globalisation of television;
the internet is reconfiguring journalism; and social media and blogging, we are told, are
transforming politics. All this seemingly confirms that we are living through a media
revolution that is changing the world.

This lecture will question this received wisdom. It will explore whether media conglomerates
have been dethroned; whether the logic of power and profit has been subverted; and whether
the changes attributed to a media revolution—from popular empowerment to the spread of
global understanding—have been realised.

This lecture will attempt to distinguish between the important changes that are occurring as
a result of new communications technology and fantasy fuelled by wish fulfilment.
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