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Abstract

During the 19% century and especially the 20% century, the dominant global trend was toward organizing
political communities as sovereign nation-states, with citizens who were all officially equal, bearing
fundamentally the same rights and duties. But in the 215 century, there are rising pressures both within
states and across states to recognize the legitimate existence of many forms of political membership,
affiliation, and identity, including indigenous peoples, religious and ethnic communities, and autonomous
regions, with different rights and laws. Professor Smith will discuss the challenges these pressures pose
for stable, effective, and fair systems of government, and highlight some directions of political change that
seem worth encouraging, some that may need to be resisted.
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