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Abstract =
In this lecture Professor Burke will ask a few simple questions but try to go beyond
simple answers by taking examples from the past, especially but not exclusively the last
500 years in Europe. What is innovation? (often an adaptation or displacement of earlier
ideas, techniques or institutions). Who innovates? (small groups as well as individuals
such as exiles and ‘renegades’). What are the main obstacles to innovation? (habit,
certain institutions, possibly some cultures). What conditions (places, institutions) favour
innovation? Can a tradition of innovation be established?
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