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City University of Hong Kong

The New “A Fireside Chat with the
Masters” Seminar Series

The City University of Hong Kong School of Law Students’ Professional
Development and Public Service Programme (“the Programme”) has
launched a new seminar series entitled “A Fireside Chat with the Masters”
(“the Series”). The series is the brainchild of Mrs. Scarlet Fung, Adjunct
Professor and Director of the Programme (“Programme Director”). She
explained:

"The Series is unique as it features prominent members of the legal profession
with a long list of accomplishments in their career and engagements in public
service. The seminars in the Series are not merely career talks as featured
practitioners also shared lessons from their professional journeys and life
experiences and students could learn from the speakers' words of wisdom and
advice gleaned from their many years of practice and public service experience.”

A Fireside Chat with the Masters -
Dr. Chow Wing Kin, Anthony, SBS,
JP, Mr. Paul Tan and Mr. Fred Kan

On 8 April 2021, “A Fireside Chat with the Masters - Dr. Chow Wing Kin,
Anthony, SBS, JP, Mr. Paul Tan and Mr. Fred Kan” was held as a star-studded
beginning of the Series. Dr. Anthony Chow, currently the Senior Consultant
of Guantao & Chow Solicitors and Notaries, was formerly the President of
The Law Society of Hong Kong and Chairman of The Hong Kong Jockey
Club. Mr. Paul Tan was the Managing Partner of Baker McKenzie and Vice-
President of The Law Society of Hong Kong. Mr. Fred Kan is the Founder and
Senior Partner of Fred Kan & Co. and formerly Council Member of The Law
Society of Hong Kong. Held virtually in light of Covid, the event attracted
over 95 attendees.

From left: Mr. Paul Tan, Mr. Fred Kan, Adjunct Professor and Programme Director Mrs. Scarlet
Fung and Dr. Chow Wing Kin, Anthony.
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Students listened attentively to the sharing of the three speakers during the
webinar.
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During the seminar, Dr. Chow, Mr. Tan and Mr. Kan discussed a wide
range of topics, ranging from which practice areas might prosper in the
near future, advice on career development, public service to precious
life advice. For example, when asked to share one piece of advice to
students, Mr Kan reminded students to have a correct attitude towards
handling mistakes: “To err is human...I'm sure you made mistakes, and
you will make mistakes..... When we realise that we have made a mistake,
what should we do? | will ask you to face up to it. If you have a superior,
report it to your superior. Don't hide it. Don't sweep it under the carpet.
Deal with it immediately and find remedial measures. You will find out
that things are not as bad as you think. "

Besides, the guests stressed that one should not engage in public
service out of selfish motivations like advancing one’s reputation
or career. Instead, Dr. Chow shared an anecdote of the relationship
between his passion and public service and how his love for horses
had led to him becoming the Chairman of the Hong Kong Jockey
Club: “I fell in love with horses. | never realised that | could combine my
legal knowledge with horses......I| was asked to sit in hearings to judge
on jockeys’ conduct and trainers’ conduct because of my understanding
of the racing industry. That was what took me up the ladder......This is a
primary example of where my passion could take me.” In response, Wong
Koon-yan, a third year LLB student wrote that “[The speakers] truly
encouraged us to do what we like and engage in public service based on
our true passion instead of what others tell us to do.”

All three speakers also highlighted the importance of integrity: “As
a lawyer, what is going to make you last is to resist temptation and be
honest about things, and that leads to one word which is integrity” said
Dr. Chan, echoing the advice given by Mr. Tan and Mr. Kan.

Touched by the Masters’ sharing, Grace Chiu Hui-kee, a third year LLB
student, expressed that “This event is indeed very different from the
other webinars that | had attended before. Instead of sharing a lot on
job application skills, they reminded us, as potential professionals, to
maintain our integrity and follow our heart in making career decisions.”

The three guests met and continued their sharing with some law students
in small groups after the webinar.
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A Fireside Chat with the Master
— Mr. Lester Garson Huang,
SBS, JP

In September 2021, the Series made a splendid return through
a concerted team effort by Adjunct Professor and Programme
Director Ms Scarlet Fung and 29 CityU law students throughout
the summer. On 9 September 2021, Mr. Lester Garson Huang,
SBS, JP, Partner and Co-Chairman of P.C. Woo & Co. and Council
Chairman of CityU shared his rich and diverse legal practice and
public service experience with over 125 attendees in "A Fireside
Chat with The Master- Mr. Lester Garson Huang, SBS, JP". This
event was held in a hybrid format, in-person at CityU and online.
Professor Way Kuo, President of CityU and Professor Tan Cheng-
han, Dean of the School of Law, also attended the event.

H’

Mr. Lester Huang and Adjunct Professor and Programme Director Mrs. Scarlet Fung
as the host and interviewer.
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Not only is Mr. Huang a seasoned legal practitioner and prominent
member of the legal profession, he is heavily involved in public
service. He was the President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
and is currently the Chairman of the Social Welfare Advisory
Committee of the HKSAR Government, a Non-Executive Director
of the Securities and Futures Commission, and an Honorary Legal
Advisor to a number of organisations and companies, among
others.

During his informal “Fireside Chat”, Mr. Huang shared some life
lessons from his professional journey and public service, and
offered students some advice on professional development.

One piece of advice was for students to develop a “universal”
interest. " used to check out my hallmates' books and even look up
their reading lists. | found myself going to the library to look for the
books they were reading," Mr. Huang recalled. "l spent time doing
things other than law, which is actually very important for legal
practice. For every facet of life, | ask myself: What does law have to
do with it?” Mr. Huang added.

His words of wisdom and advice enlightened students, enabling
them to gain a deeper understanding of not only the legal
profession, but also of work and life in general.
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Mr. Huang shared his life lessons from his professional journey and public service,
and offered students advice on professional development.
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"I truly admire Mr. Huang's humility and his passion towards self-improvement. | was
quite amazed at Mr. Huang'’s pursuance for multi-discipline knowledge during his
university days and for a Master’s degree in Education during his legal career. | have
come to know that the well of knowledge in the world is infinite and one should always
be curious to learn more,” expressed Garnet Li Hoi-kei, a final-year LLB student.

What also struck students was Mr. Huang's view on the value of integrity. Janice
Choy Sin-hang, a first-year LLB student, shared, “Mr. Huang mentioned how he values
integrity a lot. | originally thought that he would give advice on our studies or career
paths but it turned out to be a simple value. His words reminded us again that we first
need to be a good person before becoming a good lawyer.”

After the main session, 55 students had the precious opportunity to interact with Mr.
Huang, three other partners and three associates-to-be from P.C. Woo. & Co. in a
small group session during which Mr. Huang shared an inspirational story on integrity.

Mrs. Scarlet Fung and a team of 29 School of Law students spent two months putting the
event together.
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Fireside Chat with the Masters -
The Honourable Mr. Justice Thomas
Au, JA and Mr. Richard Khaw, SC

On 23 September 2021, the Programme organized “A Fireside
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Professor Way Kuo, President of CityU and Professor Tan Cheng-han,
Dean of the School of Law attended the event.
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Chat with the Masters — The Honourable Mr. Justice Au, JA and Hig—— LFFREAELEEEESENIFERERKE
Mr. Richard Khaw, SC”, the third event in the Series. BT | B - E2RTINE=5 -

From left: Adjunct Professor and Programme Director Mrs. Scarlet Fung as the host
and interviewer, Mr. Richard Khaw, SC and The Honourable Mr. Justice Thomas Au, JA.
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| The Honourable Mr.
Justice Thomas Au,
JA shared his life and
work as a judge with
students.
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During the event, The Honourable, Mr. Justice Thomas Au, JA shared
his journey of pursuing legal study at law school while practicing
as a physiotherapist, highlighting how his professional training as
a physiotherapist had actually helped him with his legal study and
practice. He offered students advice on practising law, reminding
students to possess “[a] high standard of integrity and intellectual
honesty” and to “never lose sight of commitment to the profession”.
With his candid sharing, Mr. Justice Au, JA also helped students
understand the work and life of a judge and what essential qualities,
such as a sense of mission, are required of a lawyer to become a
judge and encouraged students to envision taking the bench.

Mr. Justice Au, JA also reminded students not to be complacent
because the law is constantly changing. His insightful and genuine
sharing naturally overflowed with a strong sense of mission to
uphold justice and fairness. Through his impactful sharing, students
were left in awe at his professionalism and dedication as a judge.

The sharing by Mr. Richard Khaw, SC had enriched students’
understanding of the work and life of a successful barrister as he
introduced his arbitration practice and his four-time experiences
of being a Deputy Judge at the Court of First Instance and what he
had learnt from such experiences. When asked to give one piece
of advice to students, he encouraged students to set short-term
“micro-ambitions” for themselves and constantly engage in multi-
dimensional thinking:

"“Integrity and hard work aside, my advice is that you don't need to
have any, say, long-term plans...I think short-term goals are good
enough because life is too unpredictable for you to have any long
term plans..... Your next goal will be to decide whether you want
to join the profession because some students may not eventually
become lawyers and you will do something else. That's perfectly alright
because different people have different interests to pursue.”

In the subsequent small group session, both guests shared further
insights with aspiring barristers-to-be, including practical tips on
how to perform well during mini-pupillages and how to better
prepare pupillage applications. Students also had the precious
opportunity to meet and interact with barristers from Temple
Chambers and Sir Oswald Cheung’s Chambers in small groups.

\:\ e a1
The two guests and barristers from Temple Chambers and Sir Oswald
Cheung's Chambers met and interacted with students in small groups
after the seminar.
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From left on the last row: Professor Tan Cheng Han, Dean of the School of Law,
Ms. Esther Mak, Mr. Richard Khaw S.C., The Honourable Mr. Justice Thomas Au, JA,
Mrs. Scarlet Fung, Mr. Justin Ismail, Mr. Brian Chok and School of Law students who
helped organize the event.
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