
Assisted driving systems which help with speed and steering control are
increasingly available on motor vehicles. They have the capability to support the
driver - but not to replace them. They are, therefore, automated but not
driverless. The current motor vehicle liability insurance is based on insuring the
‘user’ of the vehicle, the concept which was clarified over decades on a case by
case basis. When a vehicle is fully automated, at least in the UK, the insurer
insures the 'vehicle' on a strict liability basis. This is not only a major shift from a
negligence based liability but also has impact on the insurer’s subrogation rights
against the party who stand behind the fault that caused the accident. Hence,
the focus of the matter moves to the tort law liability from the insurance itself.
This talk will provide an overview of the incumbent motor vehicle insurance regime
and discuss how this regime can be adopted to the driverless vehicles. 
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