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   Jacques Bertrand is Professor of Political Science at the University of Toronto,
as well as Director of the Collaborative Master’s Specialization in Contemporary
East and Southeast Asian Studies (Asian Institute, Munk School of Global
Affairs and Public Affairs). He is the co-founder of the Post-conflict
Reintegration (Postcor) Lab. His current research focuses on non-state armed
group transitions after civil war, mostly in Southeast Asia.
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    We live in challenging times, with growing divisions and fragility, increasing ethnic and  religious schisms,
identity politics, hostilities and violence that threaten human well-being and social security. From both academic
and policy perspectives, this workshop brings together distinguished and young upcoming scholars to present
conceptual, empirical and policy-oriented papers dealing with the causes and dynamics of ethnic and religious
relations and conflicts, addressing existing fault lines and emerging challenges faced by states and societies from a
comparative cross-cultural perspective, and in the process, propose innovative and effective approaches, strategies
and policies that states and community-based organizations can utilize to enhance inclusivity, stability and social
and religious harmony for an increasingly polarized world.
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