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1. Course Aims:

This course aims to provide students with a comprehensive and advanced understanding
of psychopathology.



2.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

No. | CILOs Weighting
1. Articulate and explain the diagnostic criteria and classification 40%
of various disorders in adults and children;
2. Conceptualize development of and clinical work with major
mental disorders through integration of theoretical models, 30%
clinical practice and research findings; and
3. Apply knowledge to identify needs of assessment and 30%
appropriate handling in clinical practice of counsellors.

Teaching and learning Activities (TLAS)
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs. Final details will be
provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course)

CILO No. TLAL TLA2 Hours / course (if applicable)
CILO1 v

CILO? V V

CILO 3 V

Describe the TLAS:

TLAZL: Lectures

Concepts and theories that relate to maladaptive behaviour and psychological disorders
will be introduced. Students will be guided to apply the theories in order to explain
psychopathology.

TLAZ2: In-class case illustration and discussion

Real-life clinical cases of various mental disorders will be discussed in class to enhance
students’ understanding of case formulation and assessment.

Assessment Tasks/Activities
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs. Final details will
be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course)

CILO No. | Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting
CILO 2-3 | AT1: Case Study 40%
CILO 1-3 | AT 2: Individual Term Essay 60%




Further description of ATs:

AT1: Case Study

Students are required to conduct a case study on a psychological disorder and discuss

the core issues of the disorder, such as the etiology, diagnoses, treatment considerations,
and prognosis.

AT2: Individual Term Essay

Students are required to select a clinical case study presented in the class and submit an

individual term essay of around 3000 words identifying the nature of disorder,
conceptualization of development and analysis of case handling in detail for the clinical

case.

5. Grading of Student Achievement:
Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Degrees.

Letter
Grade

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs

A+
A
A-

Demonstrate an excellent ability in applying theoretical concepts to diagnose
mental health problems. Critically compare different theoretical perspectives
when attempting to analyze and apply. When analyse and apply, there is strong
evidence of original and reflective thinking; good organization, capacity to
analyse and synthesize; superior grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive
knowledge base.

Reasonable understanding on how to apply theoretical concepts to diagnose
mental health problems. Showing a good ability to distinguish the different
theoretical perspectives when attempting to analyze and apply. Evidence of
grasp of subject, some evidence of critical capacity and analytic ability;
reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature.

General ability to understand the theoretical concepts that could be used to
diagnose and apply to mental health problems. Students are profiting from
learning the course; understanding of the subject; developing solutions to simple
problems in the material.

Ability to spell out the theoretical concepts and models that could diagnose
mental health problems. Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable
the student to progress without repeating the course.

Little evidence of familiarity with mental health problems. Weak in
distinguishing the concepts and models that could be used for diagnoses and
apply; weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited, or irrelevant use of
literature.
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Keyword Syllabus
1.1 Theoretical framework
Theories of normality and abnormality; Development Culture and psychopathology;
Development and psychopathology
1.2 Diagnosis
Classification and assessment; Childhood and adolescent disorders; Psychopathology of
adulthood

1.3 Intervention
Clinical work in psychopathology, intervention modalities
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