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1. Course Aims

This course aims to develop students’ critical and analytical thinking skills for making normative
judgment about major moral controversies in contemporary public policy. It discusses the three
major approaches to ethics (consequentialism, deontology, and virtue ethics) and their practical
relevance to forming and evaluating various public policies. It also teaches students the basic
concepts of social and political philosophy, including benevolent government, ethics of care,
legalism, harmony, rights, virtue, liberty, democracy, justice, political obligation and civil
disobedience, gender, and community, and how to employ them in the ethical analysis of public
policy. A comparative perspective is adopted in the examination of the above approaches and
concepts and their applications. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to develop
their own theoretical framework to analyse public policy issues from an ethical perspective by
drawing on the cultural resources in Eastern and Western traditions.
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2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

No. | CILOs Weighting (if applicable)
1. Discover and critically assess the major moral controversies

in contemporary public policy.
2. Evaluate critically the three major approaches to ethics

(consequentialism, deontology, and virtue ethics) and
discover their practical relevance in the moral evaluation of
public policies from a comparative perspective.

3. Analyse the basic concepts in social and political
philosophy and their application to public policy evaluation
from a comparative perspective.

4, Develop their own theoretical framework to analyse public
policy issues from a normative perspective by drawing on
the cultural resources in Eastern and Western traditions

5. Generate innovative solutions to resolve the major moral
controversies in contemporary public policy based on their
own framework.

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAS)
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.
Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course.)

CILONo. | TLAs Hours/week (if applicable)
CILO1-3 | Seminar 3
CILO1-5 | Group Presentations 3
CILO1-5 | Discussion 3

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the
CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course.)

CILO No. Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting Remarks
(if applicable)

CILO1-5 Participation in Seminar 10%

CILO 2,3 1% Group Presentation 15%

CILO 2,3 1% Essay (1500 — 2000 words) 25%

CILO1,4,5 2" Group Presentation 20%

CILO 1,4,5 2"7 Essay (2500 — 3000 words) 30%
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5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations
for Taught Postgraduate Degrees.

Letter Grade | Grading criteria in relation to CILOs

A+ High standard of understanding and critical assessment of
ethical and political theoretical basis of public policies and

A their implications on public life from a comparative
perspective. Strong ability to identify key challenges and

A- discover innovative resolutions for them in a culturally
sensitive way. Excellent research, writing and communication
skills.

B+ Fairly good understanding and critical assessment of ethical
and political theoretical basis of public policies and their

B implications on public life from a comparative perspective.
Good ability to identify key challenges and some critical

B- policy suggestions in a culturally sensitive way. Good
research, writing and communication skills.

C+ Rudimentary understanding of ethical and political theoretical
basis of public policies and their implications on public life

C from a comparative perspective. Weak ability to identify key
challenges and to develop moral resolutions for them in a

C- culturally sensitive way. Basic research, writing and
communication skills.

D Poor understanding of ethical and political theoretical basis of
public policies and their implications on public life. Very little
ability to identify key challenges and understand the complex
relationship between ethics and politics. Weak research,
writing and communication skills.

F Complete failure to understand the ethical and political
theoretical basis of public policies and their implications on
public life. Complete failure to develop and demonstrate an
ability to identify key challenges. Inadequate research, writing
and communication skills; failure to develop an adequate
moral reasoning ability and analytical skill.
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Part 111
Keyword Syllabus
1. Public ethics vs personal ethics.

2. Policy evaluation and normative analysis.
3. Major schools of thought in ethics, and social and political philosophy: East and West

4. Three major approaches to ethics: consequentialism, deontology, and virtue ethics.

5. Major concepts in social and political philosophy, including benevolent government, ethics of
care, legalism, harmony, rights, virtue, liberty, democracy, justice, political obligation and civil
disobedience, gender, and community.

6. Selected ethical problems and issues in public policy, such as sexual morality, pornography and
free speech, abortion, litigation vs mediation, death penalty, just and unjust war, international
justice, human rights, social discrimination, social justice and welfare, education and the market,
religious beliefs and state neutrality, intellectual property rights, immigration policy, nationalism
vs cosmopolitanism, environmentalism: for and against.
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