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Abstract

Research Design for the Social Sciences introduces students at the Master’s degree level to the logic
of systematic social scientific inquiry, providing them with the basic skills to design, perform, and
evaluate social science research. The course serves as preparation for students who wish to write a
Master’s thesis (successful completion of the course with a grade of B+ or above is required); for
that purpose, the main assignment required of the course is a proposal in which students are asked
to design an original research project. Weekly sessions focus on the philosophy of science, the logic
of causal inference, the formation, systematization, and measurement of concepts,
theory/hypothesis building, case selection, and general principles of research design (both
gualitative and quantitative).
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Course Aims

This course serves as a basic introduction to the logic of systematic political inquiry, aiming to
provide students with the skills to design, perform, and evaluate social science research. The course
focuses primarily on the philosophy of science, the logic of causal inference, the formation,
systematization, and measurement of concepts, theory/hypothesis building, case selection, and
general principles of research design. In addition, it evaluates both the usefulness and limitations of
gualitative and quantitative methodological approaches to the social sciences. While this course is
designed as preparation for the Master’s thesis, students may apply the skills learned in this course
to conduct original social science research in a variety of settings.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

No. CILOs Weighting (if
applicable)
1. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of various methodological
approaches to social science research;
2. Evaluate existing empirical research in the social sciences.
3. Discuss the restrictive assumptions threatening the validity of
causal inferences drawn through both qualitative and quantitative
methods;
4, Design a study to solve open research questions in the social
sciences and test original, innovative research hypothesis.

NOTE:

CILOS 2-4: Students will be required to structure an original research proposal, in preparation for
their thesis, structuring a research design with the potential to produce novel social-scientific
findings through the performance of original research. In the course of working on the research
design, students are required to: 1) Identify open questions in the social-scientific literature or
lacunae in the existing understanding of a particular phenomenon; 2) Formulate new hypotheses
that address the shortcomings in the existing research and offer new ways of understanding a
phenomenon; 3) Structure the research process by finding innovative ways to test competing
hypotheses. Throughout the semester, classroom discussions will provide a forum in which students
will discussing problems encountered in the research process as well as creative solutions. In the
presentation and research report, students will present their research design in oral and written
forms, respectively.
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Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs)
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.
Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course)

CILO No. TLAs Hours/week (if
applicable)

CiLO1 Lectures; Classroom exercises; Readings

CILO 2 Lectures; Classroom exercises; Readings; Presentation

CILO3 Lectures; Classroom exercises; Readings; Presentation; Project

CiLO4 Lectures; Classroom exercises; Readings; Presentation; Project

Assessment Tasks/Activities
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.
Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course)

CILO No. Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting Remarks
1-3 Seminar Participation 20%
2-3 Presentation 20%
2-4 Research Proposal 60%

Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations for
Taught Postgraduate Degrees.

Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-....F). Grading is based on student performance in assessment

tasks/activities.

Letter Grade

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs

A-/A/A+

Demonstration of an excellent understanding of methodological approaches to the
social sciences reflected in class discussions, presentations, and written work. Ability
to comprehend and critique lectures and reading materials. Student is able to make
sophisticated arguments in his/her evaluation of research findings and to apply his/her
knowledge and skills to the design of a social science study in a sound and creative
manner.

B-/B/B+

Demonstration of good to very good understanding of methodological approaches to
the social sciences reflected in presentations and written work; at least satisfactory
participation in discussions and debates in class.

c-/c/c+

Demonstration of basic but not advanced understanding of methodological
approaches to the social sciences reflected in presentations and written work; at least
occasional and useful participation in discussions and debates in class.

Partial but very inadequate understanding of methodological approaches to the social
sciences reflected in presentations and written work, with at least some class
participation.

Failure to demonstrate understanding and analysis of methodological approaches to
the social sciences, or seriously inadequate understanding and presentation with poor
attendance and little or no constructive participation

Part il
Keyword Syllabus:

Social science research; Positivism; Scientific realism; Research ethics; Causation; Research designs;
Tools for primary data collection; Concept formation;, Measurement; Logic of inference in
qualitative/quantitative research; Dynamic processes; Case studies.
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