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Course Aims

This course aims to help students explore (1) the inter-relationship between language,
society, and law; (2) the workings of language in legal settings; and (3) the

sociolinguistic issues of language and law with special reference to the issues relating
to Hong Kong in its transformation from a unilingual to a bilingual legal system.
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Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

No. | CILOs Weighting (if
applicable)

1. | Explain the basic features and functions of
language and how law functions through
language

2. | Describe and explain some of the major
sociolinguistic issues relating to language and law
3. | Describe and explain the current sociolinguistic
issues relating to legal bilingualism in Hong
Kong

Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAS)

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of
the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance
in this course)

CILO TLAs Hours/week (if
No. applicable)
CILO Lecture; open class discussion 2 hours lecture;
1-3 1 hour tutorial

Assessment Tasks/Activities

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students
achieve the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of
attendance in this course)

CILO Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting (if | Remarks
No. applicable)

CILO 1 research paper (10 pages) on a current 50%

1-3 issue relating to language and law in the

context of Hong Kong.

CILO Open book formal examination (2 hours): | 50%
1-3 Students are required to give an analytical
account of the questions.

Grading of Student Achievement:
Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations for Taught Postgraduate
Degrees.

Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-...F). Grading is based on student performance
in assessment tasks/activities.
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Excellent (A-, A, Good (B-, B, B+) | Adequate (C-,C, | Marginal (D)
A+) C+)
Superior grasp of Good grasp of Reasonable Little
subject matter; subject matter; understanding of understanding of
strong evidence of | some evidence of | the subject matter; | the subject matter;
original thinking; original thinking; some attempts at little evidence of
excellent good organization; | original thinking; original thinking;
organization; some evidence of adequate little familiarity
strong evidence of | extensive organization; some | with literature;
extensive knowledge base; familiarity with weakness in
knowledge base; good analytical literature; some analytical and
excellent analytical | ability and critical | evidence of critical skills
ability and critical | capacity analytical ability
capacity and critical

capacity
Part 111

Keyword Syllabus

Language, law, and society; the nature of legal language; sociolinguistic issues in
language and law
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