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City University of Hong Kong 
 

Information on a Course 
offered by Department of Linguistics and Translation  

with effect from Semester A in 2014 / 2015 
 
 
Part I 
 
Course Title: Research Methodology for Applied Linguistics     
 
Course Code: LT5407                                      
 
Course Duration: One Semester                                     
 
No. of Credit Units: 3                                               
 
Level: P5                                            
 
Medium of Instruction: English                                
 
Prerequisites: NIL                                   
 
Precursors: NIL                                  
 
Equivalent Courses: CTL5407 Research Methodology for Applied Linguistics   
       
Exclusive Courses: NIL                                  
 
 
Part II  
 
1. Course Aims: 

The aim of this course is to familiarize students with the basic concepts, 
methodology and measurement techniques in applied linguistics and 
sociolinguistics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Form 2B 
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2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 

No. CILOs Weighting (if applicable) 
1. Analyze research methods and interpret findings 

of experimental/ non-experimental studies  

 

2 Review critically the research design of published 
studies. 

 

3 Use SPSS system to do statistical analyses  

4 Construct a research proposal. 
 

 

5 Create research methods for the proposed study. 
 

 

 
3. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement 
of the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of 
attendance in this course) 
 

CILO No. TLAs Hours/week 
(if applicable) 

1-5 Readings - 
Reading book chapters and journal articles 

 

1-5 Lectures, Workshops and Class activities- 
 The research principles, data collection 

methods and measurement techniques are 
taught. 

 SPSS workshops are arranged to do 
quantitative analyses. 

 The research papers which use various 
types of research methods are selected for 
critical analyses and presentation. 

 Group discussion and in-class activities are 
designed to train students to use scientific 
and creative research methods to do 
research. 
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1-5 Blackboard- 

Blackboard and email will be used as a forum to 
encourage students to carry on their study a bit 
further and help them communicate with the 
teacher and classmates concerning research 
methodology and the research proposal they 
create. 

 

 
4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students 
achieve the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of 
attendance in this course) 

 
CILO No. Type of assessment tasks/activities Weighting 

 (if applicable) 
Remarks 

1,2,4,5 
 

Presentations and written critics on 
recent journal papers with the focus 
on a critical analysis of the research 
methods.  

40%  

3 Quiz  
An open book quiz ( 1.5 -2 hours)  
is arranged at the end of the semester. 
Short questions will be set to assess 
students’ their ability to use SPSS 
system to do statistical analyses for 
the purposes of analysing research 
results.   

20%  

4-5 A mock proposal 

A mock proposal (1500-2000 words) 
that makes the students integrate 
what they have learnt and generate a 
feasible research project 

30%  

1-5 Class participation 

Students have to discuss critically 
and participate actively in the 
tutorial activities 

10%  
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5. Grading of Student Achievement: 
Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations for Taught Postgraduate 
Degrees. 
       
Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-...F).  Grading is based on student 
performance in assessment tasks/activities.    
Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 
course. 
 
 

Grading of Student Achievement  
 
Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Definitions 

 

A+ 
A 
A-  

Excellent: Strong evidence of original thinking and capacity to 
organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate ; 
superior grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive 
knowledge base. 
 

B+ 
B 
B-  

Good: Some evidence of original thinking and capacity to 
organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; good 
grasp of subject matter; reasonable understanding of 
issues; evidence of familiarity with literature. 
 

C+ 
C 
C-  

Adequate: Little evidence of original thinking and capacity to 
organise, analyse, synthesize, create and evaluate; 
Understanding of the subject; ability to develop 
solutions to simple problems in the material. 
 

D Marginal: Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable 
the student to progress without repeating the course. 
 

F Failure: Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; 
weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or 
irrelevant use of literature. 
 

 
Part III   
 
Keyword Syllabus: 
Planning a research project, Basic principles of research design, Creating a research 
proposal Data collection methods, Quantitative and qualitative research, Parametric 
statistics,  Non-parametric statistics, Research report and Academic writing. 
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http://lib.cityu.edu.hk/search~S8?/aMacaulay%2C+Ronald+K.+S./amacaulay+ronald+k+s/-3,-1,0,B/browse

