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CTL5414 Cantonese Linguistics

CTL5453 The Cantonese Language:
Pronunciation, Lexicon and Grammar, LT5453
The Cantonese Language: Pronunciation, Lexicon
and Grammar

This course aims to help students acquire the syntactic and phonological structures of
Cantonese. Upon completing this course, students should be able to apply and test the
theories taught in the analysis of sentence structures and speech sound patterns of

Cantonese.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

No. | CILOs

Weighting (if
applicable)

1. | Recognize the major components of Cantonese 20%
linguistic structures;

CAHb5414



2. | Make use of various linguistic methods in the 20%
analysis of Cantonese data;
3. | Discover and explain the linguistic differences 20%
between Cantonese and Mandarin Chinese;
4. | Describe the development of the Yue dialects in | 20%
the past 1,000 or so years;
5. | Efficiently utilize reference books and online 20%
materials for further independent study.

Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAS)

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of
the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance
in this course)

CILO TLAs Hours/week (if
No. applicable)
CILO1 | Lecture — Major components of Cantonese
phonology, morphology and syntax are
explained and exemplified.

CILO 2 | Lecture — Various linguistic theories and
methods in the analysis of Cantonese data
are introduced.

Tutorial and Quiz — Students are asked to
apply suitable linguistic methods to tackle
various problems in Cantonese structures.
CILO 3 | Lecture — Special emphasis is placed on the
discovery and comparison of linguistic
differences between Cantonese and
Mandarin Chinese.

Tutorial and Quiz — Students are
responsible to compare a number of given
linguistic structures of Cantonese with those
of Mandarin in their own wordings.

CILO 4 | Lecture — The history and the present
position of the Yue dialects among the
Chinese dialects are explained.

Tutorial and Quiz — Students are required
to comment the existing theories on the
formation and development of the Yue
dialects.

CILO5 | Lecture — Efficient ways of utilizing
reference books and online materials are
explained.
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Assessment Tasks/Activities
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students

achieve the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of
attendance in this course)

CILO Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities Weighting (if | Remarks
No. applicable)
CILO Tutorial presentations: Each tutorial 35%
2-5 group is required to make an oral
presentation and submit a written report
closely related to what they have acquired
in lectures.
CILO Quiz: A closed book quiz is held in the 45%
1-5 last lesson for assessing students’ abilities
to express what they have learnt in
lectures and tutorials. (1 hour)
CILO Participation in classes and tutorials: 20%
2-5 Motivate students’ spirituality in learning.

Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic
Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Degrees.

Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-...F). Grading is based on student performance
in assessment tasks / activities.

Excellent Good Adequate Marginal
A+ A A- B+ B B- C+CC- D
1. Excellent command 1. Good command of 1. Adequate command Marginal command
of knowledge in knowledge in of knowledge in of knowledge in
Cantonese linguistics. Cantonese Cantonese Cantonese
linguistics. linguistics. linguistics.

2. Excellent critical
thinking ability in
reviewing research
report / research
articles related to

Cantonese linguistics.

3. Excellent application
of theories in

Cantonese linguistics.

4. Excellent group
presentation and term
paper which show
high ability in
knowledge
application.

2. Good critical
thinking ability in
reviewing research
report / research
articles related to
Cantonese
linguistics.

3. Good application of
theories in
Cantonese
linguistics.

4. Good group
presentation and
term paper which
show high ability in
knowledge

2. Fair critical thinking
ability in reviewing
research report /
research articles
related to
Cantonese
linguistics.

3. A certain degree of
application of
theories in
Cantonese
linguistics.

4. Fair group
presentation and
term paper which
show fair ability in

Marginal critical
thinking ability in
reviewing research
report / research
articles related to
Cantonese
linguistics.

Marginal
application of
theories in
Cantonese
linguistics.

Marginally
acceptable group
presentation and
term paper which
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Excellent Good Adequate Marginal
A+ A A- B+ B B- C+CC- D
application. knowledge show marginal
application. ability in
knowledge
application.

Part 111
Keyword Syllabus

Chinese dialects, Consonant, vowel, tone, syllable structure, Cantonese tone sandhi,
morphology, syntax, word order, phrasal structure, aspect, sound change, syntactic
change, language contact.
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