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Chairman’'s Foreword

RESXERFS

I am delighted that, once again, City University of Hong Kong
(CityUHK) has made stable, efficient and effective progress,
wisely led by our Council, expertly informed by our Court and
Senate, and propelled forward by our President Freddy Boey, and
other members of our senior leadership teams.

Many new initiatives have borne fruit over the past 12 months and
have become even more significant given 2024 is our 30th
birthday since being accorded university status. Among the
anniversary highlights was CityUHK (Dongguan) receiving approval
from the Ministry of Education in April 2024. CityUHK (Dongguan)
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is set to become a pivotal hub for industry—academia-research
collaboration in the Greater Bay Area, further solidifying CityUHK's
leading position in innovative education and talent development.

In addition, dual accreditation for our pioneering Bachelor of
Veterinary Medicine (BVM) programme underlined our regional
dominance in this field. Securing certification from the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons in the UK and the Australasian
Veterinary Boards Council is an exceptional achievement,
a testament to the quality of our BVM programme. We were also
very proud when the first cohort of graduates obtained their
licences from the Veterinary Surgeons Board of Hong Kong to
practise as veterinary surgeons. Given the enormity of
the challenges in setting up a vet school from scratch, there was
a triumphant sense of “We did it!” when we witnessed
our CityUHK vets gain their local credentials.
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Another gratifying development in our anniversary year was
completing our new student hostel in time to welcome residents
in September 2024. Hostel life will enrich their experience as
CityUHK students and assist their learning. Located in Ma On
Shan, these premises are built using sustainable building
techniques called Modular Integrated Construction (MiC) that
helped reduce our carbon footprint, costs and time. Moreover,
other new buildings, such as the Jockey Club One Health Tower
and the CityUHK International Centre, will significantly expand
our facilities, filling me with great pride.

CityUHK has continued to look beyond our borders but with
a local focus. Exciting new partnerships established with external
parties open the gateway to excellent learning and research
opportunities for our students and scholars. The multiple
collaborations that CityUHK has cemented recently with global
higher education institutions and other business, industry and
community partnerships point in one direction: we are on the
right trajectory and continually attract other equally high-calibre
institutions and parties to join us.

The HK Tech 300 programme has rapidly transformed the start-up
ecosystem in Hong Kong over the past three years. It is
encouraging that groups are using CityUHK’s IP to impact local
communities positively and that local businesspeople and
industrialists are sharing their time and resources to mentor our
budding entrepreneurs. Additionally, the start-up competition we
held in Southeast Asia this year is an impressive vehicle for giving
budding entrepreneurs in this dynamic part of the world the time,
space and resources to pursue their business plans.
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We also have high hopes for the new CityUHK Academy of
Innovation (CAl), which will facilitate collaboration between
industry, academia and research to foster CityUHK's leading
position in innovation and talent development. It will offer a PhD
in Innovation, an MSc in Venture Creation and several other
programmes to nurture young entrepreneurs, incubate deep-tech
start-ups and promote university-industry collaboration.

Our burgeoning CityUHK family welcomed several highly
distinguished individuals, all of whom are great supporters and
who will add an extra dimension to our teaching and research
profile. The recipients of our honorary doctorates and honorary
fellowships are excellent role models for our students and faculty.

The CityUHK mission continues, ably led and expertly managed,
and | have complete confidence that the best is yet to come.

"

Lester G Huang, SBS, JP
Chairman of the Council
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